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REFORM AT READING. 
Ex uno disce omnes. 


Tue 2nd of November will probably be marked as a golden 
day in the annals of Reading Reformers. We had seen, from a 
notice in the Berkshire Penny Rag, and also from a dirt-begrimed 
placard at some Radical pork-butcher’s, that a meeting of the 
Reading Branch of the Reform League would be held on Friday, 
November 2nd, for the ‘transaction of important business ;” 
and, as it was stated in one of the notices that a “ gentleman ” 
was “expected to address the meeting,” we were curious to 
know what manner of man the members of the Reading Reform 
League chose to consider a “ gentleman,” disbelieving, for our 
own part, that any “ gentleman,” or indeed any sane individual, 
except those who look after the loaves and fishes, could, save 
under the influence of the cup which cheers and does inebriate, 
venture to support the preposterous claims of those journeymen 
politicians and agitators who are merely the paid agents of some 
* Head-Centre” near the Strand. The ‘“‘ members and friends” 
of the Reform League alone were invited; it was therefore with 
much ditfidence that we entered the half-open door of the small, 
ill-ventilated room in which the meeting was held. The hospi- 
tality of one of the Reformers was, however, so empressée that 
we took, at his invitation, a seat near the door, and tried, for 
the nonce, to look as Radical as any of the orators who had 
assembled to discuss, and, of course, to settle, the vexed question 
of Reform, either by their own eloquence or that of their 
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“gentleman,” or, perhaps, by the oratorical genius of some 
other man’s gentleman’s gentleman. 

Unfortunately we were not present at the opening of the 
proceedings ; we cannot, therefore, attempt to describe the kind 
of “function ” with which a reform meeting in Reading is 
opened ; undoubtedly the ceremonial was as imposing and anti- 
popish as the ordinary Reading “ use ;” but we must draw a veil 
over what we can only atte mpt to penetrate by the eye of faith. 
We must, however, admit on behalf of the new lights of Reform, 
in dirty room duly assembled, that we could discover no traces 
whatever of the “ scarlet I: dy,” chasubles, tunicles, or dalmatics 
the only incense which rose in our presence was that of ret al 
politicians, of a dyspeptic tendency, who seemed very well 
pleased with themselves, and highly annoyed that any other body 
of “gentlemen ” or « gentleman’ s gentlemen” should dare to 
differ from them. When we entered, an animated discussion 
was going on as to whether the all-powerful League had funds 
enough to pay for the printing of 1,000 circulars, by means of 
which the secretary could convene meetings, &e. At length 
the Reformers came to the conclusion that the vast outlay (say 
12s. 6d.) might be made, and thus the secretary has had his 
labours considerably curtailed. The economic local Humes of 
Reform would, we fear, feel rather at sea if the Army and Navy 
Estimates, which amount to a trifle more than 12s. 6d., were 
left for them to consider and discuss in a committee of the House 
of Commons. The next subject brought under consideration 
was the propriety of having more frequent meetings, and some 
enthusiastic Reformer suggested that if Reform (i.e. what he 
chooses to consider Reform) were to live in Reading at all, the 
only means of preserving its vitality would be by having at least 
‘two meetings monthly. ‘ One,” said the Berkshire Cicero, “in 
the small room up-stairs, for business purposes chiefly, and for 
the enrolment of members ; the other, a large meeting, that is, 
a very larye meeting in the hall below, where popular ‘gentlemen ’ 
may address the indifferent and convert to the narrow path of 
Reform truth the masses of this populous borough.” There 
seemed to be some misunderstanding amongst the leading 
“lights” when this proposition was made, and after a very 
desultory discussion, in which much precious time was lost, the 
chairman vouchsafed to explain to the most pig-headed of his 
audience that, instead of having two small meetings every month 
in the odoriferous upper chamber, the League proposed to call 
public attention to the rights of the unenfranchised by having 
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one small meeting upstairs, and one large meeting, or, as another 
orator put it, a very large meeting, in the Temperance Hall 
below. The first difficulty to be met was that of finding speakers 
competent to “address” a ‘‘ very large” meeting ; the chairman 
had received promises of support from a well-known but little- 
trusted London agitator, and he had no doubt the said agitator 
would willingly “ oblige ” them if he were asked.” But monthly 
meetings unfortunately involved the necessity of procuring 
the services of at least twelve speakers in a year. One orator, 
at all events, was looked upon as certain, but where were the 
other eleven? The chairman thought that a resident in one of 
the villages near Reading might be prevailed upon to address 
them on one evening, and he “had just seen in the paper” — 
probably the Morning Star, of lying list notoriety—that the 
“Reform League in London had engaged four lecturers, 
and it would be very hard indeed if they could not get one or 
two of them.” But the greatest obstacle of all seemed to lie in 
the way of the audience when the question of payment was 
raised; one ardent Reformer would like to know where the 
money was to come from; another suggested that it would be 
of no use to advertise “very great meetings” unless the funds 
of the League could meet the expense. After a little consulta- 
tion the secretary assured the meeting that he and the chairman 
(whose name we do not wish to immortalize by mentioning it 
in these pages) would see to all that, and be themselves jointly 
responsible for any liabilities incurred by the League. An 
independent Radical here interposed, and objected to the 
secretary’s charitable proposal, and insisted that “the Reading 
League ought to be self-supporting,” &c. The discussion would 
probably have got fiercer and hotter; but the chairman, in a 
few honied sentences, buttered up the League in general and 
Reading Leaguers in particular ; after telling his hearers (about 
twenty-seven in number) that the League was the sole hope of 
all those who looked for freedom in England, a few low jests 
were hurled at the upper classes, and the working men were 
once more puffed up with their own importance by being told 
that they alone were the foundation-stone of English society, 
&c. The chairman stated that the League numbered exactly 
253 members, and asked if “any gentlemen had members to 
enrol that night?” When this question was proposed a dead 
silence pervaded the meeting. The chairman then informed the 
Leaguers that, to have a meeting at all, unanimity on their part 
would be essential ; he told his hearers that he should expect 
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every one who held up his hand in favour of the proposition to 
back up the League to the uttermost by making the claims of 
the unenfranchised more generally known, and by helping to 
swell the number of attendants at the “very large meetings,” 
if, in the opinion of the “Council,” they could be held. We 
believe that every hand, save that of the Anti-Teapot Reviewer, 
was held up; the motion was therefore carried, nem. con., and 
the meeting was declared closed by the secretary. The non- 
attendance of the gentleman, or “ gentleman’s gentleman,” was 
then accounted for by the secretary ; but, during a long-winded 
explanation, which ought to have been offered at the beginning, 
and not at the end of the meeting, our reviewer departed. 

On November 5th the “ Reading Protestant Association ” held 
a grand “ Gathering ” at the Town Hall. We entered, and found 
a tolerably respectable audience of men, women, boys, and 
babies, listening to the impassioned oration of some decidedly 
Anti-Popish clergyman of the Church of England, who had not 
only come to inveigh against the errors of Rome, and to assure 
his Dissenting “ friends” that he did not agree with them on 
many points, but also for the express purpose of abusing a very 
large and intellectual section of clergymen who minister in the 
same Establishment as himself. It would be useless to recount 
the platitudes of an essentially stump orator, who can, in the guise 
and under the garb of religion, repudiate in a public hall the 
divine doctrine of charity; but many of the speaker’s remarks 
were so utterly thrown away onan audience of Reading Teapots, 
that we have a right to report one of them :—‘ Ours is not an 
aggressive movement; we merely stand on the qui vive, and 
proclaim danger w here it exists. If your neighbour’s house 
were on fire, would you stand with your hands in your pockets 
and do nothing ? You would rather cry ‘ Fire, fire,’ and do all in 
your power to get it extinguished,” Xc., &e. It strikes us ¢ 
rather strange that such words as these should have been ne tr 
to the inhabitants of a borough which not only has no volunteer 
fire brigade of its own, but steadfastly persists in its asinine 
stupidity of leaving, not ‘only pyrotechnic displays, but alarmist 
cries of fire, to a narrow-minded clique of religionists who have 
no Papists and no “ Ritualists” to oppose (or even to play their 
hose upon), in a town which has long been known as the “ sink- 
hole of Methodism.” It may be very refreshing to the 
‘ enlightened Dissenters ” of Reading to listen to the half-Church 
aud half-Nonconformist utterances of ecclesiastical agitators. 
‘or our own parts we cannot but think, as was remarked in a 
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contemporary, the Owford Times,* that the Reading Protestant 
Association “has, by its Puritan manifestoes, become a lving 
exemplification of ‘ Love’s Labours Lost,’ and that it has, by its 
injudicious and intolerant working, become distasteful both to 
Churchmen and Dissenters.” 

Church reform must be begun in the Church, and effected 
gradually by the bishops and clergy in Convocation. No cler- 
gyman of the Church of England can do the Church, or himself 
any good by pointing out to an audience of Nonconformists what 
he believes to be the weak points of Church discipline and 
Church practice. We need no Church Reformers on the plat- 
form of a Reading hall; much less do we see the force of 27 
politicians, in dirty room duly assembled, thinking that they have 
either the brains or the means of proselytising the whole of a 
town, and bringing it to accept the shibboleths of manhood 
suffrage and the ballot as articles essential to political salvation. 

Who and what is the Reading Reform League? It is a body 
of shuffling politicians, who think that whatever they say and 
do, not only is, but must be, right. ‘ We (like the tailors 
of Tooley Street) are the people of England, and more also, 
we are the local representatives of the Great Reform League 
itself.” Next, what is the Reform League? It is composed 
chiefly of political adventurers, who vow, as Mr. Beales vowed 
to Mr. Walpole, that they are far more powerful, and more 
‘apable of maintaining the public peace, than the Home 
Secretary and Sir Richard Mayne. It is a body which has not 
only suspended the traffic of the metropolis, smashed the windows 
of unoffending individuals in Great Cumberland Street, and 
mutilated the police in the execution of their duty ; but it is a 
body which, professing to be the “ working man’s friend,” has 
shut up factories and work-shops at Birmingham, Manchester, 
and Bradford. At the latter place the real working-men rose en 
masse, and protested against their deprivation of a day’s wages, 
simply because the “gentlemen” from London had chosen to 
have an “ outing” in their town. Let us go further North, and 
we shall find that the Reform League alone is responsible for a 
whole week’s drunkenness, which succeeded Mr. Bright’s oration 
and the Reform Demonstration. 

We have read somewhere in Euripides of the benefits con- 
ferred by noble parentage. The Reform League has not only 
no parentage worth mentioning, but its offspring has conducted 
itself in the most indecorous manner, Not only has its Medea 

* Oxford Times, October 27, 1866. 
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killed her children, coram populo, but its roving orators have in- 
variably uttered the very opposite of the jam nunc debentia dici. 

At any rate we may assert, on behalf of the Reform League, 
that it represents the opinions of our “ most advanced” Re- 
formers; ergo, the Reading Branch of the League represents 
the forlorn hope of Reading Reformers. But, we would ask of 
these gushing individuals, ‘‘ What has the Reform party effected 
for you and for your borough, which has, as far as we can under- 
stand local politics at all, been at the beck and call of a Radical 
majority ?” The results of Radicalism in Reading are simply 
these :—1, The lighting and paving rates are high ; the lighting 
and the paving are, per se, execrable. . . . In Russell Street there 
are, or were on Noy. 6th, exactly four lamps, all placed on one 
side of the street. The paving is in such an unfledged state 
that the only safe place for walking is in the middle of the 
street. 2. The streets are badly watered in thesummer, and kept 
in a filthy state in the winter. 3. There is no public reading- 
room in the town. 4. Sales of bacon are allowed in the public 
streets, much to the obstruction of traffic. 5. Until the sub- 


ject had been publicly mooted by a member of the A. T.S., 


there was no safe public bathing-place for the inhabitants. 6. 
At the present time the inhabitants are so given to gymnastics on 
the platform that they have declared their inability to establish a 
public gymnasium, and muscular Christians are therefore com- 
pelled to fit up some sort of accommodation for themselves in the 
abbey gateway. 7. The town must be in an unhealthy state of 
body and mind, as it possesses two noble rivers and no boat 
club ; and, re ‘the mind, a grammar school with endowment 
and scholarships, but no head master, school-room, or scholars. 
We might further add, that until quite recently, and under the 
full réyime of a Radic al administration, “ Middle Row,” a col- 
lection of dismal shops and houses of ill-fame—was allowed to 
decorate (?) the appearance of Broad Street. We need enter 
no further iuto local details, as ours is not a local publication. 
We have pointed out that if Reform be needed in Reading it 
must begin at home ; and, as a propter hoc, we would remind the 
new Reformers that they have all the old ground to go over, and 
all the old abuses to remedy, before they attempt to rush in madly 
and prove to us that they are one whit better, more competent, 
or conscientious than the old school of Reformers who preceded 
them. 

It may be interesting to some of our readers to know that the 
Reading Reform League now boasts of 253 members. About two 
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months ago we were officially informed that the R. R. L. had 250 
members on the books. Considering that there are at least 1000 
hands employed at the Biscuit Factory, and another thousand 
at the iron works—to say nothing of other minor establishments, 
we cannot but think that the Reform movement at Reading has, 
both in a political and religious sense, proved a dead failure. 


WRITERS ON RITUALISM. 


Arter the conspicuous failure of a brief, vapid correspondence, 
on the subject of smoking in railway carriages, the Times sud- 
denly turned to a subject which would be certain to call forth 
an abundance of letters, and, at least, help to fill its columns 
during the dull season. The display made at York by a steadily 
increasing party in the Church—to whom the title of Ritualists, 
whether rightly or wrongly, has been assigned, and whose 
doings are perhaps nowhere so well represented as at the cele- 
brated church of S. Alban, Holborn,—besides exciting a good 
deal of admiration and astonishment, seems to have also aroused 
the fears of magnanimous Protestants, who cannot tell whereunto 
these things may grow, but who have evidently made up their 
minds that Ritualism and Romanism are terms synonymous. 
Accordingly the Zimes comes forward as the Goliath of the 
Protestant Philistines,—no doubt expecting to crush the enemy 
for which it professes such sovereign contempt —with a le: ider 
in which, for lack of argument, de munciation re igns supreme ; 
the teaching of the Ritualist being set down at once as “ per- 
nicious nonsense,” &c. &e. Forthwith is called into action the 
whole artillery of Protestantism, from the smallest popgun 
upwards, including the flatulent discharge of “S, G. O.,” whom, 
from his dry, lengthy communication, we are inclined to de- 
signate no ‘ small bore.” Whatever S. G. O. may think of the 
Ritualists, it is evident that he attaches considerable importance 
to his own opinions, as also, to judge by the prominence given to 
his letter, does the would-be-prophetic genius who directs the 
religious buzzing of the beehive in Printing-house Square. But 
when a writer is thus prominently put forward, the public have a 
right to expect, that where he means to joke, his wit should at 
least be pointed. With all due deference, however, to his reverend 
hag, we must submit that in his profane parody ot 
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the “ Church Militant,” he has coined a word miserably defi- 
cient in this respect. Every school-girl knows that mellinery 
and dress-making are two distinct departments, and that the 
former is applied exclusively to the making of adornments for the 
head, the last place on which we should expect to see a vestment 
hoisted. The only conclusion we can draw from the perusal of 
S. G. O.’s letter, in spite of the egoism which pervades it, is, 
that however competent he may be to deliver an opinion about 
the early education of children, sanitary arrangements, and 
things of that class, on the subject of Church discipline, Ritua- 
lism, &c.—matters of which we might reasonably expect to find 
at least a decent amount of knowledge in a reverend lord and 
rector,—he is altogether ignorant, and unqualified to pass an 
opinion, and his letter unworthy of the big type in which it was 
displayed. In point of fact the “able article” and its followings 
are characterised by an amount of ignorance and prejudice un- 
worthy of a respectable, even though it bea Liberal, journal: be- 
sides, the Times is very late in the field, the subject of Ritualism 
having been thoroughly ventilated, though in a much more liberal 
manner, in the columns of the Standard more than a year since. 
Weare in no way concerned to defend the followers of Extreme 
Ritual, being as we are at issue with them on many points ; but, 
in our opinion, the one-sided treatment which they have received 
at the hands of the Times, so far from injuring, will go a long 
way towards strengthening their party; the public now-a-days 
requiring somewhat more than a mere assertion, even when it 
proceeds from “ the ‘great tribulation’---that is Cumming on 
the earth.” 





SENSATION SCIENCE. 


* A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.” 
Pork, Essay on Criticism. 


Tuts, like all proverbs, involves a fallacy as well as a truth. 
Interpreted with the necessary qualifications, it teaches a whole- 
some moral; but it may also be made to lend support to a 
serious error. We remember a critic of Macaulay’s Essay on 
Bacon devoting nearly a page of one of our Quarterlies to prove 
that the little knowledge of French which enables a tourist to 
ask the road, and to obtain his dinner when he wants it, instead 
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of being dangerous is most eminently useful to its possessor. 
But, taking the statement in its widest sense, there are few, we 
imagine, at the present day, who need the arguments of a Foster 
to convince them of the “ evils of popular ignorance,” or who, 
not perceiving the defect in Mandeville’s analogy of the horse 
knowing its own strength, would be disposed to look with 
apprehension on the universal diffusion of a sound English 
education. Nor can there be any doubt, but that a general 
acquaintance with the elementary principles of physiology 
would be the means of preventing the habitual violation of the 
laws of health, both by individuals and by communities ; which, 
though constantly at work, from time to time arouses men to a 
sense of its importance by outbreaks such as the present. 

But, for “alittle knowledge ” to be useful, it is, we maintain, 
necessary that the possessor should, like the Reviewer’s tourist, 
know its littleness, and, feeling its limits, be conscious of his 
ignorance of all beyond: otherwise, the exchange of simple 
ignorance for the self-sufficiency of that knowledge which 
puffeth up, will be the substitution of a greater evil for a less, 
and will compel all thinking men to join in the exclamation of 
good old Samuel Coleridge—‘“ From popular philosophy and a 
philosophic populace, Good Sense deliver us.” 

These remarks have been suggested by the consideration of 
what we view as a growing evil, the sensation scientific articles 
which meet us in each ephemeral magazine, and the ceaseless 
issue of books purporting to be easy introductions to science, 
under the various titles of “ Gleanings,” ‘“ Wonders,” “ Curio- 
sities,” &c. We have already “ Scientific Gossip’’(!)—shall we 
next see the ‘ Intellectual Idler” and ‘“ Philosophic Fun ?” 

The laws of the universe, the mysteries of life, the sublime 
expressions of the Supreme Mind, are not to be treated of in 
the style of “ The Town,” or the “ Curiosities of Literature.” 
The true philosopher, thehumble student of Nature, shrinks 
from such handling as something almost sacrilegious. We would 
not be misunderstood ; far be it from us to object to the simplifi- 
cation, or even the judicious popularization of scientific truths ; but 
we do protest against pandering to that morbid craving for novelty 
and excitement, which, first created by the so-called “ sensa- 
tional” fiction of the day, has infected every department of our 
national literature. So far from fostering a love of science for 
its own sake, its tendency is only to enervate the mind, and to 
render all mental exertion, all study properly so called, dry and 
distasteful, producing, instead, an unhealthy thirst for the mar- 
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vellous, and an overweening opinion of its own powers in the 
undisciplined mind. 

We cannot too strongly insist on the vast difference that there 
is between reading for instruction and for mere amusement, 
between the true love of knowledge and the pursuit of informa- 
tion for the momentary gratification of the curiosity, without 
the desire of becoming wiser or better thereby. This habit of 
receiving pleasure, however refined, without any effort of 
thought or will, which is acknowledged to constitute the main 
evil of excessive novel reading, is tenfold more injurious in the 
case of science, where the exercise of the reason is most impe- 
ratively required ; for the mind, long unaccustomed to be called 
into action, will inevitably become incapable of all that demands 
exertion on its own part. And there is not a greater gulf, 
we hesitate not to say, between Hallam and Niebuhr on the 
one hand, and Ainsworth and Pierce Egan on the other, than 
between a really scientific work and these offerings to popular 
applause. 

But this degradation of science is not confined to mere 
sciolists and scribblers. Men of deservedly high scientific 
reputation, of whom we had hoped better things, who know, 
from their own experience, that an insight into the laws which 
govern this universe of matter and of force is not to be attained 
but by years of laborious study, are to be seen in public halls 
haranguing mixed multitudes on the deepest questions of specu- 
lative science. 

Doubtless it is highly flattering to a well-dressed audience of 
ladies and gentlemen to be served by an eminent F.R.S., or a 
distinguished German Professor, to a discourse on the highest 
theories of organic chemistry, the wondrous correlations of the 
physical forces, or the still more mysterious phenomena of life 
itself, to stare at his ingenious experiments, and with the 
utmost complacency to take notes, in which the lecturer would 
be sorely puzzled to recognize his own teachings. But the 
thoughtful man turns from the painful spectacle, and fears that, 
as suggested by one of the greatest of living thinkers, the still 
coveted letters F.R.S. will ere long come to signify, ‘ False 
rationis sacerdos !” 

In endeavouring to arrive at the cause of phenomena, 
scientific men constantly propose a hypothesis, as a provisional 
explanation. Subsequent discoveries, even though aided thereby, 
may compel them to modify or to abandon it. Should it, 
indeed, prove consistent with all that is known of the subject, 
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it is estimated by philosophers at what it is worth, a means to 
an end, at most a probable truth, or perhaps merely a convenient 
expression of some relation ascertained to subsist between the 
phenomena in question, yet in itself unknown, it may be 
unknowable. 

Now-a-days, moreover, no sooner is a hypothesis advanced, 
but it is dragged before the public gaze. Theories, far from 
proven, but of the deepest interest to scientific men, as involving 
glimpses of sublime truths, as yet but dimly perceived, the 
atomic theory, the physical and chemical theories of life, the 
developmental hypothesis of the origin of species, are argued 
before the public in a spirit of self-assertion and acrimony, 
unworthy even of the discussion of church-rates or the electoral 
franchise. 

The generation of humble, earnest workers seems to have 
well nigh passed away ; our scientific men have exchanged their 
studies and laboratories for the platform and the stump, the 
kindly encouragement of their fellow-labourers for the noisy 
plaudits of the crowd, alike uninitiated, whether genteel, 
juvenile, or drawn from the ‘ great unwashed,” who flock around 
the propounder of the last new scientific theory, with feelings 
not far removed from those with which they would come to see 
the last new conjuror or giant. 

FITZ-EDWARD. 

Univ. Coll., London. 





OUR BAVARDEUR. 


Tueatres, for the last three months, bar one short fortnight at 
Baden, in the company of an agreeable and instructive com- 
panion, have been my only resources; and if the many visits 
I have paid, (and paid for,) have repaid me, I trust the following 
lines will inform what is, for some unknown reason, known as the 
gentle reader. 

First let me turn to the “ Prince of Wales’s,” as first in the 
order of merit, with a charming (and original) comedy, “ Ours,” 
by T. W. Robertson, a young author not unknown to fame 
before this, his last and most successful, effort. “ Ours” is one 
of the very few plays that can be witnessed with pleasure a 
second time, and does not weary the third; “ which fact ex- 
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perience hath taught me.” It is not my habit to describe the 
plots of the pieces I have the honour to glance at in the in- 
terest of the readers of the A. T. R.; so suffice it to say that 
the story is supposed to take place before and during the 
Crimean War, which of itself gives the piece an interest ; and 
the last scene, in a hut in the Crimea, though improbable from 
the incursion of all the lady part of the company, which one is 
ready to excuse for the sake of the ever-youthful Marie Wilton, 
and the graceful Louisa Moore, still is rendered pleasant by the 
way Clarke washes his face in frozen water with equanimity, 
and the unflinching manner Bancroft goes to—parade. 

Certainly no claque is required at the little theatre in Totten- 
ham Street, Tottenham Court Road ; all deserve praise: but let me 
especially mention Hare, as Prince Perowsky, whose acting is 
simply perfect ; and Young, who acts the sergeant in a natural 
and unstagy manner. 

The burlesque of “ Der Frieschutz,” by H. J. Byron, at this 
theatre, is in my poor opinion not to be so highly commended as 
the travestie by Burnand ; but, still, Clarke as Casper, and Lydia 
Thompson as Max, are worth seeing. No one can help admiring 
Miss Moore as Agatha, and Mr. Glover’s dancing is good in its 
way. 

While about this burlesque, I may as well visit the Strand at 
once ; and if any of my readers want to see a burlesque only, 
I advise them to go there. D. James is excellent as Rodolph, 
with one or two delightful songs; Thorne as Madame Von 
Stuckup more grotesque than ever ; Robson amusing (especially 
after swallowing his flute, which consequently creates much 
internal commotion) ; and the others all very fair. In the 
manceuvres of the rifle ladies a little more attention to keeping 
step would gratify me much. 

Robson has made a bold experiment in trying his father’s 
celebrated réle in “ Boots at the Swan,” and is moderately 
happy. ‘ Waiting for the Underground,” though childish, 
occasioned me to laugh ; so I suppose I found it amusing. 

After so much on the good, we will go to the other page ; 
and need I say that to do so leaving the Strand is not 
necessary ; and if any body (or bodies) would purchase several 
whistles at the cost price of one penny, and hiss down “ Ethel,” 
I should feel my labour were not lost. 

“Ethel” is simply a play without interest, wit, or humour ; 
the chief incident, which recurs several times, is that of a young 
lady suffering from a bad attack of the heart, and one which 
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a occasions her to fall lifeless on the piano whilst playing 
The Lancers. It is a matter of sorrow to all lovers of the drama 
that Miss Kate Terry should have deigned to act in such a part, 
which, such as it is, she manages to make touching. The other 
characters are not worth mentioning, except the wonderful 
imitations of timber in the persons of Mr. Billington and Mr. 
Ashley. However, though the first night’s hisses were distinctly 
audible, the piece is still on the bills. Alas! for the British 
public. And, let me add, that any one who found profit or 
pleasure in witnessing such an entertainment as “ Ethel” will 
be delighted by Messrs. Boxley Heath and Suchet Champion in 
a melancholy duologue at the Egyptian Hall. 

Let me sing the praises of the Lyceum and “ The Long 
Strike,” by Boucicault, and acted by him and his wife; 
let me also mention an excellent scene of Fuller’s Lane, the 
wonderfully exact scene of a telegraph office, (only I have 
never seen such dials except at fire-brigade stations); the 
inimitable acting of Widdicomb, as Moneypenny; and the 
general interest kept up during the whole piece. Well, the 
trial may be a little absurd, but, que voulez-vous? the stage is 
not the world, although the converse may be true, and we cannot 
have everything perfect. 

“The Flying Scud,” at the new theatre, The Holborn, is a 
success, though | hear the ballet of jockeys takes away from the 
naturalness of the comedy ; and a new play, by Craven, ‘ Meg’s 
Diversion,” at the Royalty, is much praised, even in the Pall Mall. 

The St. James’s has been doing the legitimate by “ The 
Belle’s Stratagem,” in which Mr. Irving gained renown ; and 


‘She Stoops to Conquer.” “ Hunted Down,” by Boucicault (of 


course), comes out to-night, and I trust will be a success. The 
‘“« Boarding School” at this theatre is charmingly acted. 


THE DEMOCRAT’S ALPHABET. 
(Dedicated, without permission, to Messrs. Bright, Beales § Co.) 


A is an Army of Democrats bold ; 

B is the Bright who’s the hope of the fold , 
C the Caprice of the Barrister Beales ; 

D is the Dickson who mutinous feels. 

E’s the Exaction of working-men’s pay ; 
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F is the Fun they get just for the day. 

G is the Gladstone who silently smiles ; 

H is the “ House,” in disgust at his wiles. 

I stands for Islington, place of no note ; 

J for the Jackasses claiming a vote ; 

K for their Knowledge of country and Queen ; 
L for the Lambs that have housebreakers been. 
M is the Martyr Beales, styled an M.A. ; 

N is his nonsense, or all he can say. 

O is the Odgers, who’s lately come out ; 

P is the Platform where Democrats spout. 
Q is the Quaker, a lover of peace ; 

R is the Row he caused with the police. 

S is the Scum of the slums of the East ; 

T is the Twaddle, enough for a feast. 

U is the Urchin who thought it a spree ; 

V is the Voice of the drunken bargee. 

W’s the Walpole discussing the mess ; 

X the Excuse of the Radical press. 

Y is the Yell of the roughs and their chums ; 
Z is for Zero, to which it all comes. 





ON THE PICTURE OF THE BURIAL OF 
CHARLES THE FIRST. 


TueY cannot mar thy rest, most blessed one,— 

The rest which for God’s chosen saints remains ; 

Thy rest, oh gentle King, is as the sleep 

Of white waves sunlit, when the storm is still,— 

The sleep of flowers that winds have rocked all night ; 
The sleep of erring children—chid, forgiven— 

Thy rest is calmer, deeper thy repose — 

For the wild strife, the Past of sad unrest ; 

Calmer, that earth’s loud waking comes no more, 

As soldiers sleep—the battle fought and won. 

But Thou, his guide, grave bishop, silver-haired, 
And ye, sad faithful friends, with drooping brow, 
Weep, weep, with pale hands clasped o’er forehead pale, 
Weep, as ye all would weep, wild loving tears, 

Over a brother, child,—weak, erring, fallen, 
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In death remembering only love supreme : 

Weep if ye will, that those strong fingers laid 

On the dear Book, forbid the prayer for rest ; 
They cannot harm him !—ye shall gaze no more 
On that high forehead, those dark, tender eyes, 
And fear lest line of grief, or burning tear, 
Should tell too true a tale of heart unstrung : 

Not now, not now !—your hands were powerless, friends, 
But angel-hands have wiped those tears away. 
O’er the dark hair, ye wept to see so white, 

A golden crown celestial sheds its fire !— 

But no! face bowed, hands clasped, ye cannot see 
All that bright glory—grief is yet too new ; 
Rather the deep, still grave, the solemn aisles 
Shall speak of rest, hushed turmoil, waiting calm. 
So leave him,—titting dirge your warrior tears, 
Enough your ‘ Requieseat,” dumbly breathed ;— 
Then forth! his rest a type of yours to be, 

When ye, too, pass to God’s forgiving arms. 





SHORT NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


A Description and Defence of the Exterior of Lincoln Cathedral, with a com- 
parative examination of the restorations of other Cathedrals, Parish Churches, 
dc. By J. C. Buckler, Architect. London, Oxford, and Cambridge : 
Rivingtons. Lincoln: Cousans and Gale. 1866. 


An act of great injustice has been committed by certain architectural and 
ecelesiological busybodies against the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln ; and, in 
spite ofa “ malignant” article in the Saturday Review of a Ist., we beg to 
submit thatthe’Deanand Chapter of Lincoln have employed the only legitimate 
means of restoring their minster, the front of which is so deep-toned, and 
looks so ancient, that strangers can scarcely be persuaded that anything has 
been done to it. The author of this book, who is fully qualified to offer an 
opinion on the practical bearings of architectural restoration, not a 
accounts, in a most satisfactory and scientific manner, for the course which 
has been pursued at Lincoln, but proves to demonstration that the “ great 
success” (see Mr. Disraeli’s speech at Oxford) which has attended the Lin- 
coln restorations would not have occurred if a new surface had been given 
to the building. It strikes us most forcibly that Mr. Scott, one of the most 
“ successful” architects of the nineteenth century, has got himself into a 
great mess on the subject of “ legitimate” restoration; he has written 
pathetic appeals on the vexed question of scraping, but we do not see how 
he can get himself out of the scrape at all. _ Mr. Scott, as we showed in an 
article entitled “ Proposed Vandalism at Westminster Abbey” (A. T. R., 
No. 4), does not always know the proper bounds of discretion ; and we, 
who have condemned architectural innovation at Westminster, most 
unhesitatingly deprecate the course pursued by a well-known clique of 
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* ecclesiologists,” who are so wrapt up in their own narrow ideas, that 
nothing beyond can be tolerated by them for a moment. We commend the 
Dean and Chapter of Lincoln most heartily for their steady adherence to 
the system of restoration which does good to the building while it pre- 
serves the antique character of the architecture ; and Mr. Buckler has done 
good service in pointing out the proper course to be adopted in the treat- 
ment of our ancient churches. Mr. Scott occasionally gets out of his depth 
by laying down the law on subjects with which he is imperfectly acquainted. 
He did so at Westminster and at Wakefield, and again at Winchester, 
where he wished to place William of Wykeham’s crozier in the right instead 
of in the left hand. Mr. Scott is a man of genius, and no one appreciates 
more than we do the great vood effected by him since the commencement 
of the architectural revival. The Times of Novy. 9th contained a letter from 
the hard-worked architect on ‘ bathing at Brighton.” No doubt Mr. Scott 
is as qualified to write on that subject as on any other; if he only had a 
little good sense, and knew how to apply it practically, lhe would know a 
little of everything. 


Wine as it should be, Pure, Wholesome, and Refreshing. By J. L. Denman. 
London : 20, Piccadilly, 1866. 


Diners-out and diners at home ought to feel much indebted to Mr. Denman 
for pointing out what does and what does not constitute a pure wine. The 
pamphlet before us is addressed to the “ Wine-Consumers of Great Britain,” 
and deserves the attention of all those who believe, as we believe, that for many 
years pastthe British public has been hoodwinked by supposing that the only 
drinkable wine comes from Spain and Portugal. Greece has her Falernian 
vines ; and the wines now come to England, as Mr. Denman has sealed them 
up, racked Greca testa. We thank Mr. Denman for having entered upon a 
crusade against that vile Sabinum, Hambro’ Port ; and we wish him all 
success in introducing to this country the pure wines of Greece and Hungary. 
It is not, perhaps, generally known, that Austria possesses Formian hills, 
and that, through the agency of Mr. Andres, we in England are now able to 
obtain the celebrated Voslau wines from the vintages of M. Schlumberger. 


The Public School Latin Primer. London: Longinans, 1866. 

In spite of the unfriendly criticism of Mr. Robert Lowe, and others, 
whose opinions are worth hearing, we are ready to defend the New Primer 
which has caused so much correspondence in the columns of the Times. Mr. 
Lowe says the book makes grammar harder instead of easier to acquire, and 
points out, as a conclusive proof to allhis arguments, that the Primer contains 
expressions hard to be understood. But if Mr. Lowe studied the art of 
teaching as deeplyashe has the bearings of secular education, he would at once 
admit that a tutor must be incompetent, indeed, if he cannot make better 
scholars by using the New Primer than he could by means of any other Eng- 
lish Latin Grammar in existence. We swear by “ Edward VI.” as the only 
Latin Grammar which works with Dr. Wordsworth’s “ Rudimenta ;’ but 
the New Primer is by far the best elementary grammar, taken all in all; of 
any we have yet seen, for instructing and “ placing” those small boys who 
aspire to the upper fourth, shell, or remove, on entering a public school. 


Books rECcEIVED.—Black’s Waverley ; Cassell’s Penny Readings ; The Light 
Blue; The Mysteries of Isis ; The Anthropological Review, and Debrett's Peerage 
= Baronetage, which arrived too late in the year to be mentioned in our 
columns. 
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the Monday Market Edition gives it an exclusive advantage, a fact which 
the proprietor begs to bring afresh before the Auctioneers, Solicitors, and 
all interested in the Sale or Letting of Property. Mitchell’s Newspaper 
Press Directory, a work regarded as an authority on the subject of news- 
paper statistics, writes as follows of the Bath and Cheltenham Gazette :— 
“An edition of this paper is published on Monday evening, containing 
that day’s corn and cattle markets, which is very favourably received in 
the counties of Somerset, Wilts, and Gloucester, thus ensuring a special 


agricultural circulation in addition to its usual issues in Bath and other 
towns.” 


ALL ADVERTISEMENTS APPEAR IN THE TWO EDITIONS FOR ONE CHARGE. 





G. H. WOOD, Propriztor. 
Publishing Ofiice, 12, Old Bond Street, Bath. 
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ST. JAMES’S CHRONICLE, 
EVERY SATURDAY, Price 8p. ; Stampep 4p. 








Annual Subscription (in advance), 18s.; stamped, 17s. 4d. 





The ‘* Press ’’ and ‘‘ Sr. James’s Curontcie ” have been amalga- 
mated, and will, in a united form, continue to defend the great 
national institutions of the country in the sense of preserving all that 
is useful and operative, favouring only such readaptations or reforms 
as are in keeping with the spirit of the Constitution, and rendered 
necessary by social and legislative changes. Both journals are too 
well and too widely known to require special commendation, and, 
relying on their claims for present and future support, a career of 
extended usefulness is confidently anticipated. In all the essential 
features of a newspaper the efficiency of the journal will be increased, 
and, with the view of bringing it within a larger range of readers, the 
price will in future be the same as that of our daily contemporaries, 
namely,—Threepence, unstamped ; Fourpence, stamped. 

The “‘ Press ann Sr. James’s Curontcte”’ is published every 
Saturday morning in time for the early mails. A Second Edition, 
containing the Latest Telegrams and other news, is published at Two 
o’clock in the afternoon. 
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Communications respecting subscription or advertisements should 
be addressed to Grorez Suater, Press and St. James's Chronicle 
Office, 13, Tavistock Street, Covent Garden, London. 
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resident. 
The Right Hon. the Eart or Sarewssury anv Tabor. 
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W. Anderson, Esq. 
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’ As it is currently believed that the so-called Jamaica Committee will never attempt 








to prosecute Mr. Eyre, it is necessary distinctly to state that a large sum of money 
has been collected expressly for the prosecution, and that it is daily being added to. 
Moreover, a letter published by the “ Jamaica Committee”? in the Morning Star of 
the 12th October, states that the “ first steps” have already been taken, and that the 
prosecution of Mr. Eyre will commence as soon as the law courts resume their sittings. 

The Committee of the “ Defence and Aid Fund” feel that it will only be necessary, 
therefore, to make this fact known to arouse at once the indignation and sympathy 
of the people of England. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS (which will be duly acknowledged in the daily papers) to be paid 
to the credit of “The Eyre Defence and Aid Fund,” with the United Service Company 
(Limited), Bankers and Army and Navy Agents, 9, Waterloo Place, Pall Mall, London, 
or Messrs. Smith, Payne & Smith, 1, Lombard Street, E.C. ; or Post Office Orders 
may be made payable to the Hon. Secretary at Charing Cross, London. 

All communications to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary, 9, Waterloo 
Place, Pall Mall, HAMILTON HUME, Hon. Sec. 
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ANTI-TEAPOT REVIEW, 


(Edited by Members_of the Universities.) 
PRICE SIXPENCE. 


No. XIII.—May, 1867. 

Contents : Legislation for Putney—The Prospects of Agitators—Io in 
Egypt—The Royal Academy—A Marriage Puff—The Morality of Petty 
Tradesmen—The Vacant Professorship of Poetry—Short Notices of Recent 
Publications—Rough Notes on Paris. 
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